_ early rui ined the other. i 
no purpoſe; Dott was elected, and ſoon after began to rake the 


Ciety. 
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T HE 


Various Box- Clubs and Bene fit. Societies 


x: N 


t 


By STRAP BO DRIN. 


OT kaving had the a lvantage of much ſchool [-arning, 1 
am afraid I ſhall not be able to expreſs myſcl” quite ſo 


well, or make myſelf ſo clearly underſtood by you, as I could 


wiſh; but, at the ſame time. having the intereſt of my fellow 
tradeſmen and mechanics much at heart, I ſhall uſe my beſt en- 
deavours to be ſerviceable to my fellow. citizens. 

The Box Club to which 1 have belonged theſe twenty years, 
was inſtituted for relieving our fick brethren, burying thoſe thar 
died, and giving ſupport to their widows and children. 
went on extreme fy well, our me-tings were numerouſly attended, 


our weekly ſubſcriptions regular! ly paid, and we were enabled to 


fulfil all che good intentions for which we aſſembled; and when 


I was ſteward, which was but two years back, we had ſeveral. 
T had (during tlie time that I 


was in office) laid a plan before our Society, to pay a ſmall ſum 
monthly (independent of rhe 


out every Chriſtmas; and it was found of great ule to many of 


hundred pounds in the Bank. 


Club ſubſcription), and draw 1t 


the Members, 


and if turbulent, obſcene, and no oriouſly 


t 


* Colonel Thee forgot his name) came among us during the Weit- 


O 


minſter Election, and took the chair, 1 ſcarcely had ever heard | 
any politica] topics (I think they are called) ſtarted in the So- 
Things were in this agrecable firuation when Mr. Dott, 
who wrote for Mr. Brief, who was clerk to Mr. Capias, Who 
was agent to Serjeant Magpie, who belonged to the Conſtitu- 
tional Society, came among us, though ſeveral of the old mem- | 
bers objeRed to having any Lawyers in the Club; becauſe at 
B =5 laſt Bean-feaſt, ar the Three Hats, two of theſe gentry, || 
Tangle and Snare, ſomehow or other were invited, and con- 
_ rived to ſet Trowel and Horſeſhoe together by the ears, and 
chen adviſed them to have an action of aſſault and battery (as 


they call'd ir), which laid one of the combatants in a jail, and 
I reminded the Club of this, 


mana: gement of alfairs into his own hands,—He doubted the le- 


gality of our meetings thought we were not ſafe with re ſpect . 
to the Trufices in whoſe names our caſh was depoſited in the 


Bank; 
| theſe inſinuations, 
_venience of 


not thought by Mr. Dott to be ſuſiciently reſpectful; 


with each other, he took great pains to point out che incon- 


neglect of the ſervants and incivility, of the Landjord, Ns Was 
the en form- 


ing a party, he turned the Committee and Stewards out of their 


| pla, es. 


and changed the houſe to one more #afhionadle, as he 


: calle d it. Fe now propoſed allowing perſons under the deſcrip— 


tin of Vikit ing Members to tert our Meetings; and they 
being ge -nerally the friends of Dutt, and complaining of every 


perion and thing that was not cx. iCtiy to their opinions, were 


always ſure 0 Promote diſcontent and ill humour among us. 
Thus, by having the knavery and rapacity of the great, the 


burthens that Fall uf pon the poor, the vaſt profits of malters, 


and the Jownetis of journeymen's Wages, dinned. continually in 
that we 


our Cars, WE vere re ndered ſo uncaly in our ſituations, 


began to neglect our buiineis, and agreed to mect every night; 


when, initead of ipending three-pence haltpenny, we ran up a. 


reckoning which our "pay (even if we had worked our full time) 
could not afford. The friends of Dott adviſed us, that the only 
way to bring our malters to reaſon was, to go to our different 


ſhopmates RE defire them to ſtrike. It was next piopoſed that 


Dott ſhould be made decretat); and that the monty in our Box, 


which was intended for the relief of fickneſs, age, and decent 


interment, ſhouid be employed in the maintenance of ſuch re- 


fractory journeymen asn icolected their bulineſs, till they could do 


What chey called“ bringing their maſters to reaſon,” Bur when 


- neceſſity. drove M. tors o comply with their demands, it af. 


torded no occaſion for cxdltation; as many Meinbers were (by 
numbers of hands coming in irom the country) driven entirely 
Gut of bread, and obliged to 1ubtit upon the fund of the Box. 
Our Club, though more numerous, was now ne. ther ſo lociable 


| which I think they called 


We ts _ to be written to lead us plain people aſtray 


bra: ins and | 


If a Member was 


though that 12 happencd but once fince || 


I ſhould have remarked, that | AE ub ſhould be altered to that of a 


viſited us of a Wedneſday night were now called 


Revenue; and myſelf the Ci-Devant Preſident. 
|| bcen diſcovered in our Articles; ſo, to crown the whole, nine 
of our Members were directed to frame a ne 
Such is oor preſent ſituation; 
ſchemes for the Public good, an: 4 have propoſed a method for: the 
payment of the National Debt, leſſening the Taxes, and re gu- 
lating the Civil Liſt. But Whatever good we may do 
Public in general, 
mi llerably; for by neglecting our bannen ſpending our own. 
money, and waſting chat of the Box (wh 


but to || reſerved for the hour of ſickneſs or adverſity), many of- my age - 


never heard of beiore 


the houſe in which we had fo long afle: bled; the 


ſecurity and happineſs. 


STAYTMAK E R. 


| or uſeful as it had been 'ormerly ; ; 0ur. money, Which the old 


Members had boarded with fo much care Saint a rainy: day; 
was hourly decreaſing. 


Mr. Dott next thought prope er to bt ing book 3 tO the Club, 


The Rights of Man,” and as thev 
were at a tivall-price, we were perſuaded to purchate , from | 
a notion that they t taught people to live without labour. For 

part, I can't fay l liked their maxims, for they ſeemed 


lays I 
change of Go- 


. For, 


to myſelf, this Miſter Pa: 


vernment 


ine ſcems to with for 2 
as trade has increaſed, and 15 daily increafing, | 
as all things have for a long time gone on {moothiy :; and prol- 
perouſly, and as the grea telt part of our grievances are in the 
llearts of wicked and defioning Pe ple „Why ſhould 
we wiſh to change our preſent happy firuation ? I'm {ure, 2s for 


|] myſelf and all my neighbours who have a little property to Joſe, 
and made them very comfortable at that ſeaſon. || 


Our affairs were in this flouriſhing ſtate z peace, harmony, and 
Innocent mirth reigned at our meetings. 
noiſy or abuſive, we blacked his face; if profane and quarrel- 
ſome, we fine d him; 

bad, we expelled him 
IT have belonged to the e Club). 
our Landlord always brought up the Daily Advertiſer at our 
meetings, which one of the Members read, and, except when 


we dread a change, and arc determined to 1 it; 


as it is the 
opinion of much wiler heads than mine, that 


this Miſter Paine, ' 


| and a {er of needy wretches th. AL he A Connect ed with, -onl * 


vant to make a general. ſcra mble, that they may have an op. 


portunity to catch what they can. 


Our Secretary, Mr. Dott, next propoſed! that the name of the 


Con vention; che e rangers that 


Delegates; 2 11 f 


tical 


a Member abſented himſelf he became an Emigrant; if it was 
thought proper to fine one, he was brought betor e the Tribunal; 
to the benches they gave the name of Sect ons; the. lower end 


of the table was calle d the Bar; our weekly contribu dions a 


Defekts had 


W C onſtitution. 5 
We are continually forming 


10 the 
Jam ſure our private alter have Lobe on 


ch ſhoulq ha ve es” | 


quaintance who uted to be ſatisfie 4 with their ftatlons, ant! by 
their induttry, maniained their wives and families comforiat Yo” 
have, fince they began to talk of Libercy and quality, Arifto- 


crats and Liemocr, ts, and twenty other hard words which I 
nay hinted, he ſuſpected t the ſecurity of the Bank itſelf. 


W lien: he had caul Rd much uncaſineſs among the Members by | 
and rendered the Society cut of humour | 


been obliged to part with their goods to 
appeaſe their land]. ds; their clothes to jupply themiclves with 


victuals, or rather drink (for always remarked that the greateſt 
| politicians among us were the greatelt drunkards); 
dren have been {ent to the workhouſe; and their Gus (from 


the contagion of bad example) have become as negligent as 
themſelves; ; and very frequently more ſerious conſequences have 
enfucd from their political profligacy. 2 

Let us, therefore, my worthy fellow. citizens, avoid the evil 
I have above ſtated, by paying no attention whatever to the 
counſels of thoſe Incendiaries who endeavour to poiſon and 
deprave the public mind by whiſpering treaſon and diſloyalty 
to the members of your different Societies. Let us venerate the 
Government from which our jathers and fathers? fathers derived 
Let us pay that reſpect to the Monarch 
to which he is entitled both by his virtues and ſituation. Let 


us treat our ſuperiors with deference and eſteem as long as they PETE 


direct their influence ro the ſervice, and not to the oppreſſion of 


their inferiors. Let us conſider our religious opinions (to what 


ever ſect we may belong) to have their foundation in obedience 
to the Divine commands, ſubmiſſion to the laws of our country, 
peace, charity, and love toward each other, and there is no 
doubt but that the many bleflings we derive trom our Conſtitu— 
tion will ſtill continue to be the envy of other nations, in ſpight 
of the endeavours of concealed incendiaries, or thoſe that avow 


themſelves the authors of ſchemes which they Know are imprac- 


ticable, and which, if they could be carried into execution, 
would be only productive of that confuſion it ſeems to be the 
fiſt wiſh of their hearts to Promote,-—That 1 We may avoid 


j e Inare that is laid for us, is, 


My worthy F ellow-Citizens, | 
The ſincere Prayer of | 
Your Friend and Servant, 
STRAP BODKIN. 


a 


; but why, as we have for ſome years enjoyed, the 


bleſſings of peace, 


the! ir chil-⸗- 


